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According to the Aug. 12 issue of daily newspaper El Tiempo (Bogota), six magistrates on the
Superior Customs Tribunal will be prosecuted by the Supreme Court of Justice on suspicion of
having taken bribes toward the release from prison of presumed drug trafficker Jorge Luis Ochoa
Vasquez. Ochoa Vasquez, 38, believed to be the second in command of the Medellin cartel, has
twice been imprisoned and released. Ochoa was imprisoned in Cartagena between August and
September 1986, on contraband charges. (He was accused of bringing contraband cattle into the
country.) After paying a $10,000 bond, he was released with the promise that he would appear once
a week before the judge who ordered his arrest. Ochoa never appeared before the judge, and the
imprisonment order was dropped. On Nov. 21, 1987, Ochoa was imprisoned once again, this time
for extradition to the US. He was released on Dec. 30, on the basis of a writ of habeas corpus for
illegal detention. According to documents which authorities reportedly found on Ochoa's property,
Ochoa paid bribes totaling $1 million to prevent his extradition from Spain to the US. He was sent
instead to Colombia, where after a brief stay in jail, he was released. The six magistrates are accused
of accepting bribes toward Ochoa's release from prison in 1986.
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